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IN QVAESTIONEM VII.
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. OBSERVATIO DOMINI PETRI DE FERMAT.

C Vbum autcm in duos cubos , aut quadratoquadratum in duos quadratoguadrates
& generaliter nullam sninfinisum vitra quadratum poteflatem in duos einf-
dem-mominis fas eft diuidere cuins rei demonfirasionem mirabilem (anc detexi.

Hapc marginis exiguitas non caperet.
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Page 61 of the 1670 edition: Question VIII of Book II in Latin and Greek, and Fermat's observation below it. Scan: Biblioteca Nagionale Centrale di Firenze, digitized by Google, from the Internet
Archive.

Quastio VIIIL.

ProrosiTvm quadratum diuidere in duos quadratos. Imperatum sit vt 16. diuida-
tur in duos quadratos. Ponatur primus 1 Q. Oportet igitur 16 — 1 Q. &quales esse
quadrato. Fingo quadratum a numeris quotquot libuerit, cum defectu tot vnita-
tum quod continet latus ipsius 16. esto a 2 N. — 4. ipse igitur quadratus erit 4 Q.
+ 16. — 16 N. hac quabuntur vnitatibus 16 — 1 Q. Communis adiiciatur vtrim-
que defectus, & a similibus auferantur similia, fient 5 Q. 2quales 16 N. & fit 1 N.

Fermat wrote his observations in the margin of his Diophantus; his son Samuel printed them in 1670 (preface: “margini variis in locis apposuit”).
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Observatio Domini Petri de Fermat.

Cvbum autem in duos cubos, aut quadratoquadratum in duos quadratoquadratos
& generaliter nullam in infinitum vitra quadratum potestatem in duos eiusdem

nominis fds est dinidere cuius vei demonstrationem mivabilem sane detexi. Hanc

margz'n s exz;g‘u itas non ca peret.

Excerpt: the Latin of Question VIII (Bachet’s translation) and Fermat’s observation. Public domain.
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