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Observatio
Domini Petri de Fermat

Pierre de Fermat
Diophanti  Alexandrini Arithmeticorum libri  sex,  cum commentariis  C. G. Bacheti  et  observationibus D. P.  de Fermat,  Tolosae,  1670, p.  61

Page 61 of the 1670 edition: Question VIII of Book II in Latin and Greek, and Fermat’s observation below it. Scan: Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze, digitized
by Google, from the Internet Archive.

Quæstio VIII.

Propositvm quadratum diuidere in duos quadratos. Imperatum sit
vt 16. diuidatur in duos quadratos. Ponatur primus 1 Q. Oportet
igitur 16 − 1 Q. æquales esse quadrato. Fingo quadratum a numeris
quotquot libuerit, cum defectu tot vnitatum quod continet latus
ipsius 16. esto à 2 N. − 4. ipse igitur quadratus erit 4 Q. + 16. − 16
N. hæc æquabuntur vnitatibus 16 − 1 Q. Communis adiiciatur
vtrimque defectus, & à similibus auferantur similia, fient 5 Q. æqua-

les 16 N. & fit 1 N.  Erit igitur alter quadratorum  alter verò
 & vtriusque summa est  seu 16. & vterque quadratus est.

Observatio Domini Petri de Fermat.

Cvbum autem in duos cubos, aut quadratoquadratum in duos qua-
dratoquadratos & generaliter nullam in infinitum vltra quadratum
potestatem in duos eiusdem nominis fas est diuidere cuius rei demon-
strationem mirabilem sane detexi. Hanc marginis exiguitas non
caperet.

Fermat wrote his observations in the margin of his Diophantus; his son Samuel printed them in 1670 (preface: “margini variis in locis apposuit”). Excerpt: the Latin of Question VIII (Bachet’s translation) and Fermat’s observation. Public domain. archive.org
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